
Name: Sydney Kawa 

Grade and Subject: Grade 9 English Language Arts 

Time Needed: 2 Days 

Material: The Sniper by Liam O’Flaherty 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Lesson Plan #1 - Read and Respond to a Short Story 

Stage 1: Identify Desired Results 

 

 

*These outcomes and indicators are from the Saskatchewan Curriculum.  

Outcomes Indicators 

CR9.3a: Use pragmatic, textual, syntactic, 
semantic/lexical/morphological, graphophonic, and 
other cues to construct and to confirm meaning. 
CR9.6a: Read and demonstrate comprehension and 
interpretation of grade-level appropriate texts including 
traditional and contemporary prose fiction, poetry, and 
plays from First Nations, Métis, and other cultures to 
develop an insightful interpretation and response. 
CR9.8a: Read Grade 9 appropriate texts to increase 
fluency and expression (150+wcpm orally; 215-260 
silently). 

CR9.3a (b): Use language cues and conventions to 
construct, monitor, and confirm meaning by identifying 
point of view, irony, and any clues in the story that 
would identify the time period. 
CR9.6a (a): Demonstrate the behaviours of an 
effective, active reader including preparing to read by 
previewing, asking questions, setting purpose, 
considering what is known and what needs to be 
known, adjusting rate to specific purpose, making 
connections, and making inferences based on text and 
prior knowledge, re-reading, summarizing, and 
paraphrasing. 
CR9.6a (b): Locate and analyze the elements of setting, 
characterization, and plot to construct understanding of 
how characters influence the progression and resolution 
of the plot. 
CR9.6a (d): Identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of 
the purpose, structure, and elements of nonfiction. 
CR9.6a (h): Recognize how text contributed to your 
own understanding of self, roles in society, and 
relationships with others. 
CR9.6a (m): Read independently for self-initiated and 
assigned purposes. 
CR9.8a (c): Analyze the author's form, technique, and 
use of language.* 
*Note that nearly all of the indicators of CR9.6 and 
CR9.8 are shared and so they would be met under both 
outcomes.  



 

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence and Understanding of Learning 

 

 

Stage 3: Learning Plan 

Day 1:  

Activate and engage the students by introducing them to the story The Sniper by Liam 

O’Flaherty. Open a quick discussion to the idea of the story and give the students a goal: to 

identify specific vocabulary or sentences that might indicate the time or place of the story.  Then 

assign the students to partners (or a group of 3 if need be) and then have them engage in 

Know Understand Abilities 

-How to identify point of view in a 
story. 
-How to identify irony. 
-How to identify point-of-time 
indicators. 
-How to draw parallels between 
their own lives and a story. 

-Authors use time pieces to indicate 
a point in time without explicit 
statement. 
-How to read effectively and search 
for setting indicators. 
-That to demonstrate complete 
understanding, they must enunciate 
what they have learned to others.  

-Effective reading. 
-Read and report abilities. 
-Understanding of new vocabulary. 
-Distinguish certain idealistic 
beliefs in certain historical settings 
(Ireland in this case).  

Diagnostic Formative Summative 

-Teacher should be making visits 
and check-ins routinely on each 
group, listening to them read and 
taking mental notes of their reading 
abilities.  
-When checking in on pairs (or a 
group of 3 if odd numbered), ask 
them if they can identify where or 
when the story is taking place. 
Inquire as to whether they notice 
and vocabulary or excerpts that 
point to time period or place.  
-If students can make connections 
between this selected material, take 
mental note (and record it soon 
after) of how and when they see the 
relation between this story and 
events of their own life.  

-Question/Vocabulary Sheet (find 
below) 
-Exit Slip  
-Open discussion (recall and 
recognition) 

-Group Activity - Finding Related 
Literature Report 
-Presentation Abilities 



paired-and-prompted reading.  They will read aloud to one another and then stop at certain 

points, explain what is going on by this point and if they have any understanding of the setting. 

At these checkpoints they will also switch roles and take their turn reading. Provide them with a 

question/vocabulary sheet to fill out as they go along as well.  After approximately 35-40 

minutes, have them come back as a group and open up a discussion about the period in history at 

which the story took place. You do not need to understand everything about this Irish Rebellion 

but you should know the main facts and be able to speak to the oppression that the people were 

under and how far they were willing to go in order to secure their future. This should lead into 

discussing the next day's assignment.  Split the class into 10 equal groups and have them write 

down their group members for the next day. Finish the class by giving them five minutes to write 

an exit slip on what they thought was the most important takeaway for the day was.  

Day 2: 

Begin class by reminding the students the groups that they are in and then provide the ten 

groups with poems from Independent.ie. The poems available are The Mother by Patrick Pearse,  

I See His Blood Upon the Rose by Joseph Plunkett, The Foggy Dew by Canon Charles O’Neill, 

The Wayfarer by Patrick Pearse,  Easter 1916 by WB Yeats, Connolly by Liam Mac Gabhann, 

Wishes for my Son by Thomas MacDonagh, Comrades by Eva Gore-Booth, Sixteen Dead Men 

by WB Yeats, or Imperial Measure by Vona Groarke. They will split into their groups and 

answer the questions on the worksheet found below. This question sheet should engage them 

while also having them exploring and discovering things about the attitude of the Irish and how 

many families were hurt and split. They will organize the information they find on the sheet and 

then they will choose two people to present the information to the class. With an appropriate 

amount of time left, allow each group time to read their poem and explain three things to the 



class that they have learned about any of the following: the poem itself, the poem, or perhaps the 

event that inspired the poem (if available).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Sniper Question Sheet 

(To be done as you are reading and as a pair when you are finished) 

1. (a) What is the major example of irony at the end of the story?  

 

 

(b) Are there any other examples of irony in this story? 

 

 

2. Make a list of things that might hint at the time or place of this story. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Vocabulary 

Enveloped:  

Beleaguered:  

Ascetic:  

Parapet: 

Paroxysm:  

Silhouette:  

 



Poetry Question Sheet 

Name: 

Group Members: 

Title of Poem: 

Author: 

1. Provide two examples of imagery from your poem: 

(a) 

 

(b) 

 

2. What is the mood of your poem? Explain why. 

 

3. Who is the speaker of this poem? 

 

4. What is the message in your poem?  

 

5. Is there a rhyme scheme in your poem? If so, what is it? 

 

6. List any examples you may find of any other literary devices found in your poem. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


